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l. Cornmu_Dity Developm.ent Block Grants: 

The Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 a-t.l_thori zed for the first time a m.ajor community developnJ.ent block grant program and eliminated a number of categorical g ra:1t programs . This legislation is a rnajor accomplislunent and is the cornerstone of your urban policy. 

You might wish to outline your strong support for the block grant concept, and urge the Secretary to expedite its in1.plementation, and analyze its progress and any problems 
that may be encountered. 

2. Future Role of the Federal Government in Housing: 1! 

The rapid growth of the Federal role in housing and community development raises two key problems -...vhich you may vrish to discuss with the Secretary: 

the need to ensure ef£ecti ve management over the current host of programs 
.ilt:tJ de:velup a s LLat.tgy LlJ.c role in housing during the remainder of the 70 1 s and the 80's. 

III. TALKING POINTS 

1. Carla, I've been meeting with my new Cabinet officers in order to 
discuss broad policy questions. I'd like to get your views and to 
let you know my own. 

2. I understand that you wanted to talk about the Senate tax rebate 
proposal for housing. Let's start vv'ith that. 

3. I know that there is a great deal of concern on the Hill with the 
state of the housing industry. What do you think of the proposals 
that are up there now? How can we be in a position to ensure 
that we are in a position to resist bad legislation? 
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You know that the Housil:cg and Corrrrrnmity Development Act of 
1974 authorized a major block grant program. How are we corning 
in eliminating categorical programs? I hope you wHl be ablt"" to 
pay close attention to that program and ensure that we in1ple;r:1ent 
it quickly and effectively. 

Carla, your department has gro\"\'D rapidly in the last several 
years. vVhenever that happ:ms it b ecorn es D:npo•:t2.:1t to rn=:tke 
s u r e tha-t t he prog r a ms bo t h :new and old are managed effectively. 
I think that if you can get a good hold on management and make 
your people conscious of the need for it that you ·will have made a 
great contribution. 

6 . The other problem ·with rapid growth is that we tend to lose 
sight of where we are going . The Federal role in housing 

~ .. 

has grown~ enormously . But do we knO\V where we are going? 
What should the role be for the rest of the 70 1 s and into the 80 1 s? ·where should the govern.-rnent role stop and the private 
sectors begin? I would like you personally to work on those 
questions for the administration and to develop the kind of l ong ra..nge plan that we need. 

: -,\;-~~~~ y-~v... "!.:.:-.~ "!~~-j_v-v-v- :l~z....~ ·yvu. -v~-i.l:!. ~~~-\1-.:. ~\...(.c;.;.:; ~0 iT.LC vvil.6.il yv·u J..l.cc~ 
it. rve asked Jim Connor to meet with you regularly. If you 
need answers quickly or want to see me let him know. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 31, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CANNON 

FROM: WARREN HENDRIKS 

SUBJECT: Fair Housing Month 

The attached request for a proclamation designating April as Fair 
Housing Month was received from Carla Hills this morning. 

The President's policy in issuing proclamations has been limited 
to those requests which have been passed by a joint resolution of 
the Congress. There have been exceptions but few in number and 
they are discouraged whenever possible. OMB and the Congres
sional Liaison Office have been the most ardent supporters of this 
policy. 

I'm told by Tod Hullin, as well as Bill Greener, who was Assistant 
Secretary for Public Affairs under Jim Lynn, that the proclamation 
is undoubtedly being pushed by Mrs. Toote, Assistant Secretary 
for Civil Rights. She did the same last year and was informed of 
the policy. Additionally, Bill Greener only a couple of weeks ago 
reaffirmed that policy when asked about how to move a similiar 
proclamation to the President this year. It is my understanding 
that Carla Hills would not be disappointed if such a proclamation 
is not issued. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Tod Hullin communicate with the Secretary or the Under Sec
retarythat the proclamation will not be issued due to the President's 
policy. 

OPTIONS 

Tod Hullin calls. 
--.- -~ 

Jim Cannon calls. 

See me. 
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THE SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

WASHINGTON, D. C .. 20410 
O)~~iiCI ..... 

March 28, 1975 

MEM)RANDl.M FOR: Jarres M. Carmon 
Executive Director and Assistant to the 
President for Dc:mastic Affairs 

The White House 

Subject: Presidential Message an Fair Housing M:m.th 

The Federal Fair Housing I.i:M, Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1968, marks its seventh anniversary an April 11, 1975. 

Since ena.ctirent, HUD each April has had a program for observance 
of the anniversary to increase awareness and prarote support 
for the objectives of the Fair Housing I.i:M. 

A Presidential rressage would provide national focus for the 
Fair Housing observance and highlight the inportance of public 
support and cooperation in achieving equal housing opportunity 
for all Arrericans. · 

Attached is a draft statare:nt. If issued, this would be the 
"first" Executive recognition of this anniversary rronth 
observance. 

~ 
carla A. Hills 

Attachrrent 

.., ... , 

.......... -
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Draft 
Statemant by 
PRESIDENI' FORD 
:in Designation of 
Fair Housing M:nth 

Our great Nation was oonoeived :in the defiant refusal of our 

ancestors to tolerate oppression. It was bonl of their sacrifice 

and dedicated by them to the. inalienable rights of free 1\nericans 

for all ti.ne. 

Today, an the eve of our bicentennial 1 we must ack:nc:Mledge 

the suprene irony that minority 1\nericanS are still fighting· to win 

the equality that majority 1\nericans take as their birthright. 

Minorities have scored sigrii.ficant ga:ins during the past 

decade :in such areas as education, voting and E!lploynent. They 

ncM recognize hous:ing as the greatest remaining subject of inequity. 

so must we all.. This seventh anniversacy of the Fair Housing 

Law finds us with too little progress :in fair housing practices 
11·" ',., 

and offers too little evidence of what I knc:M to be the basic decency 

of our people 1 :in whan the primary :respansiliility for ·fair play must 

always rest. 

In designating April 1975 as National Fair Housing M:nth, I call 

upon all 1\nericans to open their hearts and their neighborhoods to all 

otbar 1\nericans 1 so that we may truly d>serve the spirit and finally 

deliver the prani.se that sprang fran the Founding Fathers. 

.. ....... 




